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2019 Activity Report  

 

Hello friends and family of Camp Greenwood,  

 With one year under my belt, I was excited to get moving with 2019.  It began, as most years 

do, with visiting churches and congregations to continue rebuilding and strengthening those  

relationships.  We have a long way to go, but we have started to bring Camp Greenwood back to 

the potential we all know it has. 

 Our summer program ,“Peace Works”, was all 

about building community, responding to conflict and 

active peacemaking.  Campers had the opportunity to 

build their own community over their week at camp. 

Throughout their week, they learned words from different 

languages to help solidify the lessons: Aloha, Ubuntu, 

Agape, Heiwa, and Aloha which in the Hawaiian  

language has many meanings in addition to Hello. 

 Our camper numbers grew 14% from 2018.  That in 

itself is an amazing feet.  We praise God for allowing us to reach more campers this year, and thank 

God for the opportunity to build a relationships with each of them.   

 Our ministry to rental groups grew as well,  generating roughly 60% more rental income in 

2019 than 2018.  We have continued to host band camps, family reunions, youth retreats, and last 

year added the Presbytery of Lake Michigan’s annual Urban plunge to that list.     

 More and more people are coming out of the woodworks bringing stories from their time here 

at Camp Greenwood.   This place has a way of ingraining itself into your soul; the bonds you create 

over your short weeks of camp last a lifetime.  The history of this place is something out of a story 

book. It has weathered many storms and yet it still continues to move forward. 

 In October, we hired Rita LaMoreaux, a professional fundraiser, to begin raising the funds to 

purchase the land from the Presbytery.   

 Do we have a long way to go? Yes, but we are moving in the right direction.  With the help of 

God, our amazing staff, board of  

directors, and volunteers, we will move  

forward and make Camp Greenwood 

better than ever before. 

 As always, 

 Camp Greenwood Forever! 

 Jake Dayringer 

 Camp Greenwood Director 
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Urban Plunge 2019 Re-cap 

 

 In early November, 2019, 62 youth and 19 adults 

gathered at Camp Greenwood to be involved in an  

annual event of the Presbytery of Lake Michigan, the  

Urban Plunge.  The weekend was filled with crazy games,  

relationship building, and most importantly, getting out 

into the community to volunteer and share their gifts.  

 These youth took their entire Saturday to go out 

and help those in need, whether going to Mel Trotter to 

help make meals for those who are less fortunate, or  to 

Arms of Love ,a second-hand store, to help sort through 

their donations, the youth of the Presbytery made a huge 

impact on the community in and around Camp  

Greenwood. 

 After sharing their gifts and helping the  

community, they returned to camp for a night of  

relaxation and some fun.  Starting the night off with an 

amazing dinner to fill those hungry youth, then beginning 

a gameshow of Minute To Win It to games.  We had youth using their face muscles to move an 

Oreo from their forehead into their mouth, stacking six dice into a tower on a popsicle stick in 

their mouth,  to trying to bounce a ping-pong ball into a bucket that is balanced on top of their 

partner’s head.  It was a blast. 

 The entire weekend focused on Psalms 139:14 “I will praise You, for I am fearfully and  

wonderfully made.“  We ended the weekend with an amazing traveling worship service.   

Traversing to areas around camp, we discussed the gifts God gave us and how we are made in 

God’s image.  It was a phenomenal weekend which was spiritually and emotionally uplifting for 

all.     
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GMA Relationship with Presbytery of Lake Michigan 

(PLM) during 2019 
 
To recap briefly where we began in January 2019 - in December 2016, the PLM voted to give 

GMA a trial period of two years to operate Camp Greenwood and appointed an  

administrative commission (GAC) to monitor our compliance with PLM directives and  

evaluate the financial health of the GMA. 

 

In Dec. 2017, we hired a full-time director for the camp and worked diligently to review,  

organize, and develop appropriate procedures for all camp financial records. In addition, 

we developed and ran a successful camping season in 2018. We were proud to conclude 

that the first season under the sole direction of GMA financially was in the black over $7000. 

 

Despite that success, in October 2018, the PLM proposed selling all the camp property.  In 

Dec 2018, a revised motion was passed allowing GMA to lease the camp property for three 

years and then to purchase the property for half its appraised value. Additionally, there is a 

20-year reversion back to PLM, essentially eliminating any possibility of GMA being able to 

obtain a mortgage to purchase the property. 

 

This brings us to 2019. The first order of business was to develop and execute a new  

Covenant Agreement and a new Lease (2 separate documents) between GMA and PLM. 

Due to many scheduling difficulties caused by travel and illness of various members of 

Greenwood Administrative Commission, and the several issues to be addressed, modified 

and agreed upon, the Covenant Agreement was not signed until May and the Lease with 

Option to Purchase was not signed until August. GMA was thankful to have these two  

documents in place. 

 

One of the clauses in the new agreement allows GMA to purchase the camp property for 

one-half its appraised value. If we questioned the value determined by the appraisal  

obtained by PLM, we could obtain our own appraisal. The purchase price would be one-half 

the average value of the two appraisals. We chose to exercise that option in November of 

2019 by obtaining a second appraisal on the main part of camp.  At the time of this writing in 

April of 2020, PLM continues to challenge the validity of our second appraisal. 

 

While all of this was going on, the summer 2019 camping season also had to be prepared for 

and operated. We had another successful summer with 14% more campers than 2018 and 

many staff members and campers returning from 2018. This was due in large part to the  

efforts of our wonderful camp director, Jake Dayringer. 

 

During the legal challenges we faced during the year, we also spent much of our time  

working to establish appropriate boundaries with the GAC. While their mandate is to oversee 

the work of GMA, they often cross the line into trying to direct our work. 

 

So, where are we now? After all the wrangling over documents this year, we now have just 

over one year to raise approximately $1,000,000 to purchase the camp property. We have 

established a Capital Campaign to achieve this ambitious goal. We urgently pray for your 

continued support of this endeavor so that we can continue to say “CAMP GREENWOOD 

FOREVER”. 
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