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Dec 4th, 2018 Presbytery Vote Re-Cap
The December 4th, 2018 vote of the Presbytery of Lake Michigan was a red letter day that the Greenwood Ministries
Association had been working toward for the last two years.
Back on December 6th, 2016, the Presbytery voted to give the Greenwood Ministries Association (GMA), a Michigan
non profit organization a two year trial period to run the operations of Camp Greenwood. During that period of time, a
Presbytery Commission, the Greenwood Administrative Commission (GAC) was given the task of monitoring the GMA
for compliance with Presbytery directives and evaluating the financial health of the new organization.
For 2017, the GMA was operating in partnership with Camp Westminster on Higgins Lake, and the financials and the
daily operations were under the direction of Jim and Suzanne Bates. While the partnership created opportunities to
share finances with combined purchasing power for two camps, the resulting financial reporting was too entwined for
the GAC to get a clear picture of the health of the GMA. So for 2018, Jim and Suzanne stepped back from Camp
Greenwood leadership, allowing the board of the GMA to hire Jacob Dayringer as our Camp Director in January of
2018.
As the GMA worked diligently in 2018 to establish good procedures and document every financial transaction, they
also worked at reestablishing relationships with the churches in the Presbytery of Lake Michigan and Alumni. Camps in
the summer of 2018 had glowing reviews and by carefully watching expenses and beginning to get organized on fund
development, the GMA was proud to be financially in the black at the end of the September when the Presbytery had
established a reporting deadline to the GAC.
Consequently, the GMA was shocked by the initial proposal of the GAC in October of 2018 to sell all of the camp property in 2019 with an unattainable timeframe of six months for the GMA to purchase it all by May 31st, 2019. The
expectation of the GMA and our many supporters was that if the GMA would be able to successfully run a quality
camping experience in the black without Presbytery support, that the portions of the land identified in our visioning
process as critical would be gifted to the GMA with a reversion clause in our by-laws that the land be returned to the
Presbytery if we were not viable as a ministry. At the subsequent meetings around the Presbytery, camp supporters
vocalized their displeasure with this GAC initial proposal, which led to a modified proposal in late November in which
portions of the Camp land would be leased to the GMA for three years and then could be purchased by the GMA for
half of their appraised value.
At the December 4th, 2018 meeting about the future of Camp Greenwood, voice was only given to the presbyters who
had vote. Consequently many supporters of the Camp were unable to speak on behalf of Greenwood at the meeting in
Grand Haven. Even though the GMA brought two proposals to the floor of Presbytery –one a full support of the camp
proposal and the other offering a compromise, the GAC’s modified proposal passed with two major changes. The first
was that the essential property of North Pointe was included in the properties that the GMA would lease and then be
allowed to purchase. The second was that a 20 year right of reversion clause back to the Presbytery was added to the
motion, which essentially cut off any possibility that the GMA would be able to get a mortgage to purchase the
essential Camp properties at half price.
As the GMA works to grow our camping ministries over the next three years, we have now been given the opportunity
to raise funds to purchase essential camp properties. To accomplish that, a Capital Campaign has been launched in
January of 2019 to raise approximately 2 million dollars over three years. The future of our camping ministry depends
on this land that we all love and cherish so deeply. We hope and pray urgently for your support so that we can say in
2021, “Camp Greenwood Forever!”
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